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<Abstract>
Influence of Parental Child Abuse on Peer Attachment
among Adolescents
: Focused on Mediating Effects of Self-Esteem and

Aggression
Zhang, Guanfang - Kim, Youngmi
Department of Social Welfare, Dong-eui University

Since parents are a crucial support system for adolescents, parental child
abuse has significant influences on social and emotional development of
adolescents. Thus, the purpose of this study was to examine the influence of
parental child abuse on adolescent peer attachment. Additionally, this study
focused on the mediating effects of self-esteem and aggression between
parental child abuse and adolescent peer attachment. A total of 2,259
adolescent data from third wave of Korean Child and Youth Panel Study was
used in this study. Research questions were examined through the mediator
analysis method of Baron and Kenny using hierarchical regression analysis.
The study also performed Sobel test to identify the statistical significance of
mediators. The main findings are as follows. First, parental child abuse had a
direct influence on adolescent peer attachment. That is, higher levels of
parental child abuse were related to lower levels of peer attachment. Second,
parental child abuse affected indirectly adolescent peer attachment through
partial mediating effects of self-esteem. Third, parental child abuse also had
indirect influence on adolescent peer attachment through partial mediating
effects of aggression. In particular, the results showed that mediating effects
of self-esteem and aggressin were statistically significant. Fourth, annual
family income affected inversely parental child abuse and aggression.
However, the results indicated the higher level of family income was related
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to the higher degree of adolescent peer attachment and self-esteem. This
study suggests some implications for practical intervention on the levels of
school setting and community family agency.

Key words : parental child abuse, peer attachment, self-esteem, aggression,
mediating effect
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